Anomalous origin of the left coronary artery from the right pulmonary artery: report of a case.
A 1-year-old boy was referred to our hospital for further investigation of mitral regurgitation. Color-Doppler echocardiography revealed the site of the anomalous origin of the left coronary artery which was confirmed by a cineangiographic study. This case is interesting for several reasons: the first is that the anomalous left coronary artery originated from the right pulmonary artery; the second is that two-dimensional echocardiographic findings can be misleading, i.e., a vessel-like structure which seemed to be the left coronary artery arising normally from the aorta was visualized; and the last is that a two-dimensional color-Doppler echocardiogram was useful in the diagnosis of the anomalous origin of the left coronary artery. The patient underwent implantation of the anomalous left coronary artery as well as Kay's plasty of the mitral valve, and has been doing well since then.